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Iznik

with her ancient heritage,
urique ceramics,
stunning lake and
unspoiled natural

beauty...

Identified with Turkish ceramics, this small, attractive
region has managed to survive since the 4th century
BC. Its location which is very close to the road linking

Istanbul to Anatolia, is an important source of its vitality.

Iznik is the city of Dionysus, God of Wine... According
to myth, Nicaea, who was the daughter of the River God
Sangarios (Sakarya River) and the Goddess Cybele, took
an oath that she would never marry. She lived in a forest
and liked hunting. One day, she met a shepherd called
Hymnus who, when he saw Nicaea, fell in love with her.
Nicaea, however, shot him with an arrow. Eros, the God
of Love, was angered by her behaviour and turned to
the God of Wine, Dionysus, asking for his help to take
vengeance upon her. But Dionysus also fell in love with
Nicaea when he caught sight of her bathing in the river.
He feared that she would shoot him too, and added wine
to the river from which Nicaea drank water. When she
was drunk, he seduced her. As soon as Nicaea realised
that she was pregnant, she tried to kill herself, but obeyed
Dionysus and gave birth to his child. Dionysus, after
his return from India, founded this city and named it
‘Nicaea’, after his beloved.
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Rich in legend, Iznik has been
known as Nicaea since ancient
times. It appears that the region owes
its present name to the pronunciation of the words
‘Eis’ and ‘Nik’ part of the phrase, ‘Eis Ten Nikaieon’
‘ meaning ‘to Nicaea’ in Greek.

Archaeological findings in the mounds of Karadin,
Cicekli, Yigiicek and Cakirca reveal that the history
i of Iznik dates back to the prehistoric period, around
2500 B.C.

Before the immigration of Thracian tribes in the




summer of 325, Nicaea had witnessed

a very important event for Christianity:
the 1st Ecumenical Council, which gathered
here in Iznik in the palace in the presence of the
Emperor Constantine. One of the subjects discussed
in the council was the disagreement in the church of

Alexandria over the nature of Christ. According to the
thesis of an Alexandrian priest, Arius, Jesus Christ was
not eternal, and was subordinate to God the Father.
This thesis had found many followers in a short time;
however, it had been opposed by the bishops. After
long debate in the Council, the thesis Jesus Christ to
be of one substance with the God the Father’ found
acceptance, as it is still accepted today. The Council
formulated the Nicene Creed and 20 canons as well,
as agreed on the date of Easter. Iznik also bore witness
to the 7th Ecumenical Council in the Ayasofya Church
in 787. During the same period the prohibitions on
paintings and statues were removed thanks to the efforts
of the Empress Irene.

Iznik served as the capital of both the Seljuks and
Byzantines. In 1331 it was captured by the Ottomans
commanded by Orhan Gazi, and in this period it
became a centre of art, trade and culture. Some of the
famous Sufis like Davud-u Kayseri, Ebul Fadil Musa
and Esrefoglu Abdullah Rumi lived in this lovely
district and left many literary works behind them. The
first mosque, madrasa and soup kitchen belonging to
the Ottoman Period were all constructed in Iznik. In
the 14th, 15th and 16th centuries, iznik became an
important art centre and the world famous Iznik tiles
and ceramics were produced here.
The historic architectural _#
texture of the district is still
alive with its grid settlement
plan which has remained
since the Hellenistic Period
and monumental structures
from the Roman, Byzantine

%nd Ottoman periods. ] :







Lefke Gate










AYASOFYA MUSEUM

This museum was once the church which
witnessed the 7th Ecumenical Council
in 787 BC, a very important event for
Christianity. It is located at the point
where the roads leading to the 4 main gates
in the district centre meet. The church
was constructed by the Emperor Justinian
over the ruins of the former church dating
back to the 4th century. However, it was
demolished after an earthquake in the
11th century and rebuilt in the shape of
a basilica with three naves. Its colourful
marble floor mosaics with geometric
designs and frescoes depicting saints and
apostles are all charming.

Following the conquest of Iznik by Orhan Gazi in 1331,
this basilica shaped church was turned into a mosque.







SEYH KUDBETTIN MOSQUE AND TOMB
Close to the Niliifer Hatun Soup Kitchen,
the Seyh Kudbettin Mosque and the
adjacent tomb for Sheik Kudbettin were
constructed upon the request of Ibrahim
Pasha, one of the viziers of Sultan Bayezid
the 2nd. This 15th century-mosque was
restored to its original architectural form in
2007.

YAKUP CELEBI DERVISH LODGE AND
TOMB

The dervish lodge was built in the 14th
century by Yakup Celebi who was the
younger brother of Yildirim Bayezid. There
is a single domed tomb in the garden.
Contrary to common belief, the grave of Yakup Celebi
is not in this tomb but in the tomb of Murad the 1st
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KOIMESIS CHURCH

Bishop Hyakinthos had this church built in
the 8th century. Supposed to have been a part
of the Hyakinthos Monastery, the church
was destroyed in the 1065 earthquake, but
later it was repaired and enlarged. Only
its flooring mosaics and foundation have
survived to the present.

BOCEK AYAZMASI (BAPTISTERY)
(HOLY SPRING OF ORTHODOX GREEKYS)

Located near the Koimesis Church, this
baptistery is a round structure with a water
spring at the centre of a quadrangular
fountain. It is covered by a dome. Supposed
to have been a part of the Hyakinthos
Monastery, the baptistery is under the
ground floor and reached by a staircase.
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BESTAS

(OBELISK)

Also known as Nisantast and Dikilitas,
this grave monument is on the ancient
Roman road. Its inscription in Greek
reveals that the obelisk was built by C.
Cassius Philiscus in the 1st century. It rises
over a rectangular prismatic pedestal, and
includes five triangular prismatic stones
one over the other.

CITY WALLS

The pentagon shaped city walls that surround Tznik
are 4970 metres in length. Although these city
walls were constructed in the Hellenistic era, they
have lost all the characteristics peculiar to this era.
Only the wall parts constructed in the Roman and
Byzantine periods have survived to the present. In
the 8th century, the city walls were made higher and
the bastions were built by using the construction
materials brought from the theatre.

HISTORIC GATES

The historic gates in Iznik were actually constructed
as triumphal arches in the reigns of the Emperor
Vespasianus (69-79) and Emperor Titus (79-81),
and were restored to a large scale in the time of
Emperor Hadrian. The city walls were built by
connecting these arches to each other. Reflecting
the architectural technique and style of the Roman
Period, the Istanbul, Lefke and Yenisehir gates still
stand splendid today, although the remaining gate,
the Gl Gate is in ruins.

THEATRE

The ancient theatre spreading over a large area amid
the shores of the lake and the Yenisehir Gate was
constructed between 111 and 112 during the reign
of the Emperor Trajan. It was converted into a mass
graveyard in the 13th century. The graveyard was
later replaced by the ceramic kilns. Only some part
of the cavea (audience section) of the ancient theatre
have survived to the present day. It appears that its

. . . el
stones were used as construction materials especially ] 7

in the restoration of the city walls.
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RUSTEM PASA INN

This 16th century inn is thought to have
been constructed by the great architect
Sinan in the name of Riistem Pasha, who
was the grand vizier of Sultan Siileyman
the Magnificent. Today, it is unfortunately
in ruins amidst the apartments with only
a part of its north and western walls still
standing.

ISMAIL BEY HAMAM

(BATHHOUSE)

Ismail Bey Hamam is located on the road leading to
the Istanbul Gate. With its interior design from the
14¢th and 17th centuries, it is an elegant structure.
Covered with a dome, it has a square plan including
4 square spaces decorated with stucco work. It is also
called as Selguk Hamam, Mescit Hamam and Beyler
Hamam.

HACI HAMZA HAMAM

(BATHHOUSE)

Also known as the Murat II Hamam, this bathhouse
was constructed in the 15th century. It includes
separate sections for women and men. The section for
men is still in use today.

MEYDAN HAMAM

(BATHHOUSE)

Meydan Hamam, one of the three historically
significant bathhouses in Iznik, is also known as Biiyiik
Hamam. Located on Atatiirk Street, this bathhouse
dates back to the end of the 14th century and the first
half of the 16th century.

The stone wall technique used in the construction
includes a brick bond course. The caldarium (hot
room) that is built of stucco work is attractive.
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Ceramic Art

Involved in architecture during the first half of 3000
BC, ceramics began to be used in Islamic architecture
in the 9th century.

The ceramic art of Iznik flourished in the 13th century
when Seljuk architecture was at its peak. In that
period, the walls of many mosques, madrasas, tombs
and palaces were decorated with elegant ceramics.










Olives

An indispensable part of the almost 8000 year old cuisine
culture of humankind, olives are grown abundantly in our
country. Covering the 10 % of the world olive production,
Turkey ranks the 1lst in the production of black olives,
the 2nd in the production of table olive and the 4th in
the production of olive oil. Iznik’s contribution to these

rates is undoubtedly very important since it is one of the
largest olive production centres in Turkey.




Handicrafts
and S ﬁO P P iﬂ-g

Besides its world famous ceramics, Iznik also proves
its worth with traditional handicrafts. Silk carpets of
the Sansarak Village, rugs of the Derbent Village and
embroideries of the Miigkiile Village are all hand made
and quite attractive for visitors.

Konak and Koylii bazaars set up on Wednesdays are ideal

shopping areas in Iznik.
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The district has a rich regional cuisine. Almost all dishes,
cooked from vegetable and meat in Turkey, can also be
tasted in the district. On the Lake side, delicious fish
dishes such as soups and grills made from carp, sheath
fish cooked on a skewer and sheath fish stew are all worth

trying.




A&ematiye
Tourism

Located on a fertile

plain on the eastern shores of
Lake Iznik, Iznik offers irresistible
spots for nature lovers with its fresh air

and verdant environment. The Koristan, Avdan and
Miigkiile Plateaux in Katirli Mountains and Haci Osman
Plateau in Samanli Mountains are popular for camping
whereas the Sansarak Canyon with its 8 km long trail
near the Sansarak Village is excellent for nature walking.
Among activities to enjoy the region are also grass skiing
and photo safari tours which offer the beauty of a verdant
landscape.

Being the Sth biggest natural lake in Turkey, Lake Iznik
with its crystal clear waters offers the opportunity to
experience the excitement of water sports such as sailing,
surfing, canoeing, rowing, jet skiing, water skiing as well
as fishing and swimming throughout the year. On
the other side, its southern shores are
perfect for camping in a tranquil
atmosphere.




Local
in Jznik

The Liberation of Iznik November 28

Hidrellez Celebrations
(Beginning of Summer)

The first week of May
Lyric Festival in the Lake Area The first week of June

Public Training Festivities The first week of June

Elbeyli Municipality

. e The first or second week of May
Spring Festivities

1znik Fair October 5-10
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Tmnsportatiou

There are regular bus services to Iznik from all over the
country while the nearest airport is in Bursa.



Mild climatic conditions are dominant in the district
with rainy winters and hot summers which are also rainy

enough to prevent drought.




Avemge Tempemtures
and Hu:mil:ﬁly Rates

in Iznik
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June

Temperature 47 53 83 114 141 19.6
Relative Humidity 67.4 67.9 67.9 67.9 69.3 73.6

July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.
Temperature 221 214 184 174 99 10.6

Relative Humidity 72.2 73.3 745 74.7 68.8 08.5




Important Addresses

Telephiore

Numbers

Bursa City Directorate of Culture and Tourism
Sar1 Kosk Osmangazi Cad. No:6 Tophane

Tel: + 90 (224) 220 99 26 - 220 70 19

Fax: + 90 (224) 220 42 51

Iznik Tourist Information Office
Kilicarslan Cad. Belediye Hizmet Binasi
Tel: + 90 (224) 757 19 33 - 757 14 54
Fax: + 90 (224) 757 19 33

Iznik Museum (Niliifer Hatun Soup Kitchen)
Yesil Cami Mahallesi

Tel: + 90 (224) 757 10 27

(Open every day except Monday)

Iznik Ayasofya Museum

Iznik City Centre

Tel: + 90 (224) 757 10 10

(Open every day except Monday)

Iznik District Administration Office + 90 (224) 757 10 01
Municipality + 90 (224) 757 10 10
Tourism Police + 90 (224) 757 10 52

Bursa Yenisehir Airport + 90 (224) 781 81 81

Post Office

Bus Terminal
Hospital

Police

Gendarme

Fire

Medical Emergency

Police

+ 90 (224) 757 19 70
+ 90 (224) 757 81 90
+ 90 (224) 757 75 80
+ 90 (224) 757 10 52
+ 90 (224) 757 10 05
110
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Do not feave
without:

Visiting the Ayasofya Museum which once witnessed the
7th Ecumenical Council,

Walking around the Iznik city walls, historic gates,
tumuli and grave monuments,

Seeing the Yesil Mosque’s unique minaret decorated with
turquoise coloured Iznik Ceramics,

Tasting delicious fish dishes,

Buying Iznik Ceramics...







Cultural
H eritage

ol ragi[e

The world’s cultural heritage is like a big puzzle.
Each monument, each object, is an irreplaceable part
of the overall picture which gives us insight into our
origins, our development and our lives today. It helps
us to understand and appreciate other cultures. Each
discovery, each new interpretation adds to the puzzle
and makes the picture clearer. We must ensure the
protection of every single piece today, so that future
generations may have the opportunities to enjoy the
puzzle.

Many people are not aware that our cultural heritage is
under stress from natural disasters such as earthquakes
and floods, and from slower acting processes such as
pollution or human actions. Even the most innocent
gestures such as collecting ancient pieces of pottery
or mosaics as souvenirs have a destructive impact if
repeated by thousands. Touching an object of stone,
metal or textile leaves traces of grease, acid or sweat
on its surface. Climbing a monument wears down the
structure underneath and can dismantle it. Writing or
engraving names inflicts permanent damage. Strolling
around narrow crowded places with bulky bags or
backpacks might knock over an object or scratch a
mural painting and ruin it. There are countless ways
in which one can unknowingly contribute to the
destruction of cultural heritage.

In 2020 there will be 1.6 billion visitors per year
worldwide. Let us raise awareness of this issue so that
we may join together to protect and enjoy the diversity
and richness of our cultural heritage.

International Organization for Conservation of
Cultural Heritage (ICCROM)

35

]




12

28
37
all
23
2
P
- i
4 5
24
oT
19




26- Orhan Gazi Mosque and Hamam

28- Ismail Bey Hamam

29- Hact Hamza Hamam (Murat II Hamam)
30- Meydan Hamam (Murat I Hamam)
31- Ozel Hamam

32- Kirgizlar Tomb

33- Sar1 Saltuk Tomb

34- Candarli Hayrettin Pasa Tomb

35- Candarli Hayrettin Paga Soup Kitchen
36- Candarli Halil Pasa Tomb

37- Huysuzlar Tomb

38- Alaadin-i Misri Tomb

39- Ahaveyn Sultan Tomb

40- Abdiilvahap Sancaktar1 Tomb

41- Esref Baba Tomb

42- Namazgah (Open Air Prayer Place)
43- Historic Topkapi1 Plane Tree

47- iznik Education Foundation, Ceramic
Atelier

48- Uludag University Ceramic Academy
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