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IN HISTORY FETHE.YE.
WAS KNOWN AS THE
“UNTOUCHED VIRGIN OF THE
LANDS OF LIGHTS",
AND TODAY IT IS AS IF ALL THE
MAGNIFICENCE OF THE ENTIRE
MEDITERRANEAN WAS
COMNCENTRATED IN THE BAY OF
FETHIYE: ITS ISLANDS,
COVES, LONG SANDY BEACHES,
AMD THE ENTIRE RICHES OF
ITS HISTORY AND NATURAL
BEAUTY ARE BEFORE YOU TO EXPLORE.
WITH ITS EXCELLENT SEA,
HIGHLY DEVELOPED FACILITIES,
ANMD ENTERTAINMENT BEYOND
BELIEF, IT IS A PARADISE THAT
CATERS TO YOUR EVERY
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The first settlement in the region was Telmessos,
which is believed to have been founded in the 5th
century BC and was one of the most important cities
of Lycia, bordering the lands of Caria. According to
the founding legend of Telmessos, the God Apollo
fell in love with the daughter of Agenor, the King of
Fethiye. Apollo managed to become intimate with
the shy maiden by disguising itself as a dog, and they
eventually got married. Apollo named their son
Telmessos and founded the city of the same name.
During the Roman and Byzantine periods the city
attained a high level of culture, and it also served as
a centre of prophesy dedicated to Apollo mostly
because of an oracle from Telmessos who interpreted
a dream of Alexander the Great that he had
experienced during the investment of Halicarnassus
(334-333 BC), and saved him from the treachery of
one of his men. Afterwards he accompanied
Alexander in all military campaigns. The city was
attached to the Kingdom of Pergamum by the
Romans in 189 BC, and in 133 BC it joined the Lycian
Federation. In honouring the Byzantine Emperor
Anastasios 1I, the city’s name was changed to
Anastasiopolis in the 8th century. In 1284 it was
taken over by Menteseogullari Principality, and in
1424 it was incorporated into the realm of Ottoman
Empire and renamed as Megri. Its present name was
given to the city in 1934 following the death of pilot
Fethi Bey.






Fethiye with hot and dry summers and winters
that are temperate with frequent precipitation.
Rains generally start towards the end of autumn
and continue throughout the winter. Moving
inward from the shore the climate becomes more
“severe. The lowest average sea water temperature

is in January with 15.8°C. During August the average
sea temperature is about 28.8°C.
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Fethiye has the atmosphere of an open air museum
created by the tombs cut in the steep rock face
very high up, and tall sarcophagi with intricately
carved reliefs standing above ground. The grave
of Amyntas, which is accepted as the symbol of
the city, is immediately noticeable on the rock face
back drop of the city centre. The grave is believed
to have been constructed in memory of King
Amyntas who was the ruler of Telmessos. On the
southern peak there are ruins of a fortress, which
was built by the Knights of St. John’s over the
foundations of the acropolis of Telmessos. The
fortress was renovated by the Knights of Rhodes
in the 15th century.

If you take a stroll through the centre of Fethiye,
the most ancient thing you may see is the
sarcophagus decorated with reliefs of warriors,
situated in the gardens of Governor’s Office
(Hiikiimet Konagy). Directly behind the pier is the
excavated Telmessos amphitheatre, with its 5000
seating capacity. The building, known to have been
used as an arena during the Byzantine Period,
dates to the early Roman Period. The Ottoman
structures in Fethiye are the Old Mosque which
was built in 1791, and Fethiye Hamam (Bath
house) which is still used and has a magnificent
architecture with 14 domes and 6 vaults. Both of
them are at the Paspatur Market. There you may
also see the Martyrs’ Memorial (Sehitler Anitr)
which was built in 2001 along the quay. The reliefs
surrounding the memorial describe soldiers fallen
in war.






The Museum of Fethiye is also among the must-see
sights in the town centre. It exhibits a collection of
archaeological artefacts from the Lycian, Persian, Greek,
Roman, and Byzantine periods as well as ethnographic
items, including local handicrafts, hand weaving,
embroidery, old ceremonial dresses, handloom for
weaving dastar (a loosely woven thin silk cloth used for
headscarves) and silver jewellery. The handloom for
weaving dastar, which is produced only in the Uziimlii
District, and the door taken here from the Kayakoy
Church for preservation are particularly important items.
In the open air section of the Museum, large carved
stone items and sarcophagi, as well as the "Izraza
Monument" of Lycian culture are on display. Also on
display are the artefacts found at the ongoing excavations
in Telmessos and other sites of antiquity. The Museum
of Fethiye is open all days except Monday between the
hours 09:00 an 17:00.
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If you continue on the road and pass Karagozler,
you come first to Aksazlar Cove, then to Samanlik
Cove, and the last cove before the point of the
peninsula is Kalemya Cove. The next one is
Boncuklu Cove and it is the prime location for
water sports and swimming. To the west of Kalemya
is Turung Pimar1 Cove, surrounded by hills of
Seville orange orchards where visitors are allowed
to collect fruit from the trees, and may enjoy an
evening meal at the fishermen’s restaurant. You
may select from the catch of the day and ask them
to prepare meals to your individual taste. Of course
you will find starters with lobster or shrimps, salads
and olive bread which is a local speciality.

Regular boat trips are available from the pier to
islands lying to the west and northwest of the Bay
of Fethiye. These boats depart at about 10.00
—11.00 am and return at sunset. The most popular
destinations of day trip boats are the round trip
to 12 Islands at Gocek Bay, and the round trip to
Oliideniz. On both cruises the boats stop at the
Chevalier’s Island at the entrance of Fethiye Bay.
Both routes enable you to visit the most
magnificent and scenic bays and islands of Turkey.
12 Islands tour visits Kizilada, Delikli Islands,
Yassicalar, Tersane and Domuz Islands, and
stops at Cleopatra’s Bath, before proceeding to
Bedri Rahmi and Gobiin Coves. The last stopover
is at the Chevalier’s Island, the gateway to Fethiye,
which is also regularly serviced by boats.



Belcegiz Beach




As the eastern shores of Kizilada are protected from
swells, it is suitable as an anchorage and for swimming.
Deliktas, a group of smaller islands lying to the
northwest of Kizilada, and Yassicalar are both prime
locations for scuba diving or simply enjoying a swim.
The southernmost island of Yassicalar is Zeytin Adast
(Olive Island), the only privately owned island in the
area, so called because it is home to a workshop
containing an olive oil press remaining from the
Ottoman Period. The largest island in the bay is Tersane
Adast, which is an old Greek settlement, and it is a
stopover spot for day tripping boats as well as boats
on Blue Cruise. The Tagskaya Cove situated at the
northwest shore of Tersane Island came to be called
by the name of the famous painter Bedri Rahmi
Eyiiboglu since he painted a fish on a rock face there.
Along the shore are wooden piers and rustic restaurants
serving yachts. Another anchorage is Domuz Adasi
(Swine Island) which is sheltered from the prevailing
winds, and some calls it Prince Island. The next stopover
is Hamam, which is one of the coves for overnight
stops, as well as stopover spots for day tripping boats.
Next to the pier stands the ruined Byzantine monastery
partially inundated by the sea. If you wish you can stroll
along the shore or through the forest, you may climb
up to the site of Lydae, a settlement of antiquity, or
take a lunch break in one of the restaurants along the
shore. On the south of Domuz Island is the narrow
inlet to the Gobiin Cove which is an excellent
anchorage surrounded by hills covered with olive
orchards and pine woods. If you come ashore you can
visit rock tombs and ancient remains.

The Oliideniz route of day tripping boats passes
Chevalier's Island, then Sahin and Iblis points towards
Gemile Adasi (St. Nicholas Island). Then boats proceed
to the lagoon of Oliideniz, Belcegiz Beach, Kidrak
Beach and up to the Kelebekler Vadisi (Valley of
Butterflies). The Oliideniz route is more prone to rough
seas than the route heading towards Gocek. Gemile
Island, which was formerly known as Hagia Nicola,
is across a narrow sound separating the cove of the
same name. On the island there are ruins of Byzantine
churches with well preserved frescoes. While the ruins
on the shore are inundated, the 500-metre long
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tunnel linking two churches is highly interesting
and worth a visit. Partially ruined the tunnel has
17 stopping points which are believed to represent
the 17 resting stops of Jesus Christ while he was
taken to the place of crucifixion. The Gemile Bay
and the beach across the bay has sheltered sea
and fine sands, so many visitors come here by road
transport as well. You may have a walk of 6
kilometres to Kayakdy.



There are many coves and beaches on the highway
between Fethiye and Gocek. The most popular of
them is the Katranci (Tarring) Cove which is
about 17 kilometres to Fethiye. If you follow the
trekking path over the hill you arrive in the
secluded and pine clad Kizlar Cove (Maidens’
Cove). The Giinliiklii Cove (Sweetgum tree
Cove) and Kiiciik Kargt Cove (Lesser Reef Cove)
which are 2 kilometres after Katranct and 19
kilometres from Fethiye centre are natural wonders
covered with woods of sweetgum trees. There are
regular minibus services to these coves so transport
is quite easy.
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From GOcek it is 18 kilometres to Dalaman and 37
kilometres to the centre of Fethiye. The town is free
of motor traffic so, on arrival, you must park your car
in one of the parking lots provided. The Gocek section
of the Bay of Fethiye, which has numerous and beautiful
coves, is the most popular spot for yachts and Blue
Cruise boats.

GOcek has become a meeting point for international
celebrities and has four marinas serving yachts. The
touristic facilities tend to concentrate around these
marinas, and restaurants and shopping centres are also

there. The land filled shore with its walking paths and
street furniture providing seating and resting facilities
renewed the shore, and pensions of old Gocek are
now being replaced with hotels. There are day trips by
boat to islands and coves everyday. You can take trips
to Yasstcalar, Cleopatra’s Bath, Tersane and Domuz
Islands, and Bedri Rahmi Cove.
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Set amid pine forests, Ovacik and Hisaronii are
two resorts that became popular in the recent
years. Ovacik is 6 kilometres from Fethiye and 5
kilometres from Oliideniz and has all creature
comforts with newly built resorts and hotels.
Because of its location between Oliideniz and
Fethiye, it is preferred by those who would like to
have a tranquil holiday at a secluded place away
from the crowds of the town. Hisaronii is at an
intersection on the highway, and is considered as
the starting point of the Lycian Road. There are
regular minibus services to and from Fethiye. If
you continue 5 more kilometres on the highway
through the pine forest bypassing Hisaronii, you
arrive in the dream village Kayakdy. This is an
old Greek settlement with 3500 houses clinging
to the ridges. After the War of Liberation, there
was an agreement to exchange population with
Greece, so the houses left behind by Greek villagers
emigrated were filled with Turkish immigrants
from Thrace, so the village became a refuge for a
population of 2000. The old Greek settlement
called Levissi had two churches and 14 chapels,
and the Church of Panagia (Our Lady of the Sign)
Pirgiotis, nowadays referred as the lower church,
is renowned for its frescoes. The Kayakdy Art
Camp gathers local and international painters,
sculptors, ceramic and photographic artists annually
in that site. We advise lovers of antiques to take a
stroll among the stalls of Kayakdy.
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specialised in serving gdzleme (parcels made of thin
pastry filled with different mixes to your taste and
cooked over a hot plate) and open air barbeques.







Oliideniz is one of the natural wonders of the
world and meets you as you pass Ovacik and
Hisaronii and follow the roller-coaster road down
to the shore. The first spot you meet the sea is
Belcekiz Beach, and then suddenly there opens
up before you a natural wonder known as the blue
heaven - one of the most visited spots in Turkey
today. Mirror calm sea, white sands, green hills,
and the protected site of Kumburnu (Sand spit)
Natural Park spreading over a land of 950 hectares
make Oliideniz a unique area. Annually it is visited
by approximately 400.000 people and there is an
entrance fee to gain access.
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There are restaurants, a picnic area with facilities
providing chaise longue and sun umbrella, car
parking, showers, etc. There are also ample
opportunities for water sports. There are gift stalls
selling Mugla’s regional handicrafts. There are also
modern hotels, pensions and camping sites
providing accommodation at Oliideniz. One of the
foremost paragliding centres is on Babadag
(1950 m), which has a rich flora and is about an
hour’s drive from Fethiye. Paragliders departing
from Babadag remain aloft about half an hour to
one hour and land on the hot beaches of Oliideniz.
The magnificent vista, the rich fauna of the ridges,
and the steep incline to the sea make Babadag a
remarkable place.

-
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Boats depart from Oliideniz for half an hour cruises
to Kelebekler Vadisi which is squeezed into the
lower slopes of Babadag. There are two paths in
the valley, and one of them leads to Faralya, a
stopover spot of Lycian Way. That path is mainly
used by trekking groups. It provides a beautiful
vista of the valley and sea, and is recommended
to those who are keen to enjoy nature. There are
pensions and bungalows for overnight stay or you
may erect your own tent if you wish to do so. The
Kelebekler Vadisi, was declared as a first degree
protected site of Environmental Protection Zone
and closed to any type of construction activity.
Walking deep in the valley you are amazed by the
strange scenery created by billions of colourful
butterflies clinging to tree trunks and rocks. When
the butterflies take to the air altogether you realise
that the colour texture is indeed created by the
butterflies, and they create a splendid colourful
display in the air. You have to travel to Oliideniz
first to take a boat ride here, and walk inwards
after getting ashore. One of the virgin spots around
Fethiye is the Kabak Bay (Gemile Bay) situated
on the ancient Lycian Way. It is quite close to the
Kelebekler Vadisi, and the available options of
accommodation are bungalows and tents. The
beach in the cove is about 500 metres long and
sheltered from the wind so it is very good for
swimming. That cove is also the only place you
may see Tiger Butterflies out of their habitat of
Kelebekler Vadisi, and 16 plants endemic to this
cove have been recorded.
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The highway from Fethiye to Kalkan is dotted by
several ancient sites. The tour into history starts
with Cadianda. Cadianda is situated nearby Yesil
Uziimlii Village, which is famous for its vines, and
about 20 kilometres to Fethiye. Cadianda’s history
goes back to the 5th century BC. During the Roman
Period it was a lively and rich settlement, and there
are four Lycian tombs at the entrance of the city.
There are ruins of a temple at the entrance of its
acropolis and the remains of a dressed masonry
bathhouse commissioned by Emperor Vespasianus
during the Roman Period. There is a theatre, and
a stadium, which suggest that athletic competitions
were held here. From the centre of Fethiye you
may take minibus service departing from the old
terminus, and municipal buses of Uziimlii. On the
highway from Fethiye to Kalkan 2 kilometres before
Kinik you notice the signage for the ancient
settlement of Letoon. The first settlement in Letoon
is thought to have been in 7th century BC. The
city was abandoned in the 7th century AD as it
had lost its commercial importance. There are
temples for Leto, Apollo and Artemis as well as a
Byzantine church and a Roman theatre. If you walk
past the ruins through the woods you came across
the sand filled road leading to the coast. If you
follow it you will come to Letoon beach which is
part of the 18-kilometre long beach of Patara.
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The road splitting off from the 45th kilometre of
Fethiye-Esen highway to the west takes you into
Pinara city of Lycian civilisation. In Lycian language
Pinara means round referring to the hill on which
it was built. Among the ruins of Pinara the most
famous one is the Lycian type rock tomb called
Royal Tomb which bears a depiction of the city.
The odeon and theatre which stood outside the
city parameters remain intact. Sidyma, is about
500 meters above the sea level near Dodurga Village
and as it is on the high ridge of Mount Cragus, the
views are spectacular. You travel by leaving the
highway between Fethiye and Xanthos at the
junction which is 6 kilometres south of Esen. After
the road ends you should climb about 250 metres
on a path to reach the ruins, most of which are
dated to Roman Period. When you reach the top
of the hill, all ruins lay before you, and small
funerary monument and other ruins prove the
riches and importance of Sidyma during the
classical age.
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an order, and temple of
ome visible. The natural wonder of Patara
Beach has an 18-kilometre long coast line and is among
must-see sights with its fine sand beach and shallow
waters. As Patara is an egg-laying area for caretta caretta
it is under environmental protection.
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The shopping venues in the centre are
Balikpazari (Fish market) and Paspatur
Market. There you may find any thing
you like from hand woven textiles to
pieces of art, from clothing items to
reasonably priced groceries. The
Tuesday Market of Fethiye is a must
for shopping enthusiasts. There you can
find fresh products as well as gift items,
and household goods. Similar markets
operate in Glinliikbast and Gocek on
Sundays and in Hisaronti on Mondays.
Hisardni has lots of stalls and shops
squeezed between bars and restaurants
selling small gift items, carpets, leather
goods, and jewellery.






The staple of the local cuisine, spiced
with the herbs and greens of the Aegean
and Mediterranean, is fish. Many of the
local herb and wild plants of Fethiye and
its environs are used in dishes. Some of
them are keyisak, labada (dock), kérmen,
cavirotu, ebegiimeci (mallow), turpotu
(wild raddish), cimkisak, niini, inek
memesi, ecibici, devetabam (foalfoot),
esek turpu, kayazak (sickle weed) and
kokulu ot. These herbs and wild plants
are sautéed in cooking oil with onions,
and served cold with tomato paste and
ground pepper. The Balikpazart (Fish
Market) is the place at the centre where
you can find most variety in sea food and
fishes. You buy your fish or crustaceans
from the stalls of the market, and small
fish restaurants are happy to prepare
them for you in consideration of a small
charge. There are fish and grilled meat
restaurants in Paspatur Market. The
Paspatur Stream, where ducks play their
antics under the thick shade of the large
trees, makes your time at those
restaurants quite enjoyable. Another
option is to have an al fresco dinner in
one of the restaurants sited along the
Galig Beach while enjoying the sunset.

Hisaronii and Oliideniz serve
international cuisine as an alternative to
the traditional Turkish cuisine. Eating a
few gozlemes in small restaurants and
stalls lining the roads around Saklikent
is also a pleasure. In small and large
restaurants of Yakakoy the main speciality
is wild trout fried in butter. Moreover,
you could catch your own fish from the
pond.
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There are several options when
considering travel to Fethiye. Three
highways reach Fethiye through the
counties of Mugla, Antalya and Burdur,
connecting Fethiye to every major city of
Turkey. If you opt for air transport, the
Dalaman Airport is the most suitable,
situated about 50 kilometres from the
centre. The other principal airport is
Bodrum-Milas Airport, which is about 225
kilometres away. Turkish Airways have
round the year service, and during the
holiday season flights from several
European airports arrive in those airports.
The Antalya Airport which is about three
hours drive away from Fethiye is another
alternative for air transport. Those who
wish to travel by sea can sail their own
boat to the Fethiye Marina, secluded in
the perfect natural harbour.




Did you know that?

Fethiye has a forest of

Sweetgum (Liquidambar orientalis)
trees, a quite rare species,

as well as pine forest reaching down to
seashore, and ridges carpeted by
oregano and thyme, salvia,




Do not return without:

* Walking from Fethiye to Kayakoy, and
from Kayakoy to Oliideniz,
* Having a jeep safari to Saklikent, and

dipping.your toes to the cool waters,

* Enjoying a dinner at Balikpazar,

* Shopping at Tuesday Market at
Paspatur Market,

* Hand feeding the fish at Yakakoy,

* Watching sunset from Calis or Fortress
of Fethiye,

* Trying to weave carpets at Kayakoy,

* Taking part in a boat tour to islands
and coves,

* Watching butterflies flying around you
at the Kelebekler Vadisi,

* Eating fish at GOcek,

* Taking part in a Turkish night
accompanying local bands and dancers,
* Paragliding from top of the Babadag
down to Oliideniz Beach. ..
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Tourism Information
Museums

Car Hire

Scuba Diving Centres

Forestry Department's Camping Sites







Cultural Heritage is Fragile

The world’s cultural heritage is like a big puzzle.
Each monument, each object, is an irreplaceable
part of the overall picture which gives us insight
into our origins, our development and our lives
today. It helps us to understand and appreciate
other cultures. Each discovery, each new
interpretation adds to the puzzle and makes the
picture clearer. We must ensure the protection of
every single piece today, so that future generations
may have the opportunities to enjoy the puzzle.

Many people are not aware that our cultural
heritage is under stress from natural disasters such
as earthquakes and floods, and from slower acting
processes such as pollution or human actions. Even
the most innocent gestures such as collecting
ancient pieces of pottery or mosaics as souvenirs
have a destructive impact if repeated by thousands.
Touching an object of stone, metal or textile leaves
traces of grease, acid or sweat on its surface.
Climbing a monument wears down the structure
underneath and can dismantle it. Writing or
engraving names inflicts permanent damage.
Strolling around narrow crowded places with bulky
bags or backpacks might knock over an object or
scratch a mural painting and ruin it. There are
countless ways in which one can unknowingly
contribute to the destruction of cultural heritage.

In 2020 there will be 1.6 billion visitors per year
worldwide. Let us raise awareness of this issue so
that we may join together to protect and enjoy the
diversity and richness of our cultural heritage.

International Organization for Conservation
of Cultural Heritage (ICCROM)
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